Characteristics of community report cards--United States, 1996.
Efforts to improve community health require methods to compile local health data, establish local priorities, and monitor health-related activities. Community health report cards (i.e., health assessments or health profiles) are central to these efforts. In 1995, the UCLA Center for Healthier Children, Families, and Communities initiated a 3-year project to enhance community health improvement efforts through the design and use of effective community report cards. During the first year of the project, the project examined the construction and application of report cards. This report summarizes the results of the first year, which indicate great diversity in the targets, processes, and formats of community report cards.